Season 2 Episode 5

Central Guest: Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Ketubot 16b-17a

Our Rabbis asked: How do we dance before the bride?
The School of Shammai said, [17a] “According to how the
bride actually is.”

The School of Hillel said, “The bride is beautiful and
pious.” Then the School of Shammai said to the School of
Hillel, “What if she was lame or blind, do you then insist
the bride is beautiful and pious? After all, the Torah has
indeed stated, ‘Keep away from falsehoods’” (Exodus
23:7)?

The School of Hillel replied to the School of Shammai, “In
your opinion, if someone has brought home faulty goods
from the market, should you praise them or speak badly of
them?

This is why the Sages have said, ‘A person should always
be sensitive to other people.”
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Psalms 85 12

Truth springs up from the earth;
justice looks down from heaven.
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