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Another interpretation of: “I will bless you and make your
name great. And you shall be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2). Most
tzaddikim have limited income but experience equanimity
and satisfaction, and in this manner they sustain all the rest
of the world. This is as we read “Those who seek YHVH shall
not lack any good” (Ps. 34:11). Further, this comes about
because “The whole world is sustained by way of Hanina,
and Hanina my child is satisfied with a kab of carobs from
one week to the next” (Berachot 17b). The commentators
explain: since Hanina is satisfied by a kab of carobs,
displaying his equanimity and satisfaction in the little he
had, the rest of the world merited being sustained through
him. This is as our verse says: “Those who seek YHVH shall
not lack” — since they have the middah of satisfaction, for
them “all is good”.

This would not be the case were they [the tzaddikim]
provided for expansively. They would not have exercised the
middah of satisfaction, as they would have had no need. The
world would then have lacked goodness and blessing. But
Abraham paid attention to the great goodness that he
received so that he would not keep it for himself. Rather,
only a little was mete for him, and he was satisfied with a
little, so that he could let the rest flow to others. He
experienced satisfaction even when he received great
goodness — and this was more wondrous, a greater wisdom,
because then the world lacked no goodness or blessing. This
is our verse: “l will bless you and make your name great”,
i.e. you will receive great goodness. Nevertheless, “you shall
be a blessing”, as the world will then be blessed through
you.
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Ben Zoma said:Who is wise? He who learns from every man, as
it is said: “From all who taught me have | gained understanding”
(Psalms 119:99). Who is mighty? He who subdues his [evil]
inclination, as it is said: “He that is slow to anger is better than
the mighty; and he that rules his spirit than he that takes a city”
(Proverbs 16:3). Who is rich? He who rejoices in his lot, as it is
said: “You shall enjoy the fruit of your labors, you shall be
happy and you shall prosper” (Psalms 128:2) “You shall be
happy” in this world, “and you shall prosper” in the world to
come. Who is he that is honored? He who honors his fellow
human beings as it is said: “For | honor those that honor Me,
but those who spurn Me shall be dishonored” (I Samuel 2:30).
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Serve God with joy; come before God with shouts of
gladness.
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