Season One Episode 4

Central Guest: Rabbi Professor David Ellenson

translations from www.sefaria.org

Isaiah 45:7

The former of light and creator of darkness, the maker of peace
and the creator of evil — | am God, who does all of these things.
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Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Repentance 2 10

It is forbidden for man to be ill-natured and unforgiving, for he
must be easily appeased but unwidely to wrath; and when a
sinner implores him for pardon, he should grant him pardon
wholeheartedly and soulfully. Even if one persecuted him and
sinned against him exceedingly he should not be vengeful and
grudge-bearing, for such is the path of the seed of Israel and of
their excellent heart. Only the idolaters are not so, they are of
uncircumcised heart, and their wrath is ever-watchful; and,
because the Gibonites were unforgiving and unappeasing, that
of them it is said: "Now the Gibonites were not of the children
of Israel" (Il. Samuel, 21.2).11
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Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Repentance 7 3

Do not say that no repentance is needed save on sins to
which action is attached, for example: prostitution,
robbery, or theft. For even as it is necessary for man to
repent from such, so it is necessary for him to search his
bad tendencies, to turn in repentance from anger, from
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hatred, from jealousy, from deceit, from pursuing after
wealth, honor, feasting and such like these; yea, from all of
these it is necessary for him to turn in repentance. Indeed
these iniquities are more grievous and more difficult for a
man to be separated from than those which require action,
for on such the prophet Isaiah said: "Let the wicked forsake
his way, and the man of iniquity his thoughts" (ls. 55.7).

N9 IR T2 [iNAD N9 TN

N2 97¥ 730 |0 )2 R¥HII Ni7IXA0D
Yy NIk 0'YR NiJYD 1781 .n21wna
1782 VW) DTRY DT nyn |02
NIN |21 .01 €197 NI NYR

“1ial "y aty!) “1.01 nw( niN

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Repentance 7 4

Let not a penitent man imagine that he is removed at a
distance from the degree of the righteous on account of the
iniquities and sins which he had committed. It is not so,
forsooth, but the Creator considers him beloved and
desirable, as if he had ever known of no sin. Moreover, his
reward is great; for, after having partaken of the taste of sin,
he separated himself therefrom and conquered his passion.
The sages said: "The place whereon the penitent stand the
wholly righteous could not stand;" as if saying: "their degree
is above the degree of those who ever did not sin, because it
is more difficult for them to subdue their passion than for
the others.?
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