
 
 

 
 

Season One Episode 4  
 

Central Guest: Rabbi Professor David Ellenson 
 

translations from www.sefaria.org 
 

 
 

 ז דמ והיעשי
 
 םוֹלשָׁ השֶׂעֹ .שֶׁחֹ ארֵוֹבוּ רוֹא רצֵוֹי
 ׃הלֶּאֵ־לכָ השֶׂעֹ ׳ה ינִאֲ ערָ ארֵוֹבוּ

Isaiah 45:7  
 

The former of light and creator of darkness, the maker of peace 
and the creator of evil — I am God, who does all of these things. 

 
 
 

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Repentance 2 10 
 
It is forbidden for man to be ill-natured and unforgiving, for he 
must be easily appeased but unwidely to wrath; and when a 
sinner implores him for pardon, he should grant him pardon 
wholeheartedly and soulfully. Even if one persecuted him and 
sinned against him exceedingly he should not be vengeful and 
grudge-bearing, for such is the path of the seed of Israel and of 
their excellent heart. Only the idolaters are not so, they are of 
uncircumcised heart, and their wrath is ever-watchful; and, 
because the Gibonites were unforgiving and unappeasing, that 
of them it is said: "Now the Gibonites were not of the children 
of Israel" (II. Samuel, 21.2).11 

 ב הבושת תכלה הרות הנשמ ם״במר
 י
 

 סיֵּפַּתְיִ אֹלוְ ירִזָכְאַ תוֹיהְלִ םדָאָלָ רוּסאָ
 סעֹכְלִ השֶׁקָוְ תוֹצרְלִ חַוֹנ אהֵיְ אלָּאֶ
 לחמְלִ אטֵוֹחהַ וּנּמֶּמִ שׁקֵּבַמְּשֶׁ העָשָׁבְוּ

 וּלּפִאֲוַ .הצָפֵחֲ שׁפֶנֶבְוּ םלֵשָׁ בלֵבְּ לחֵוֹמ
 אֹלוְ םקֹּיִ אֹל הבֵּרְהַ וֹל אטָחָוְ וֹל רצֵהֵ
 םבָּלִוְ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ערַזֶ לשֶׁ םכָּרְדַּ וּהזֶוְ .רטֹּיִ

 בלֵ ילֵרְעַ םיבִכָוֹכּ ידֵבְוֹעהָ לבָאֲ .ןוֹכנָּהַ
 הרָמָשְׁ ]וֹתרָבְעֶוְ[ )ןתָרָבְעֶוְ( אלָּאֶ ןכֵּ ןנָיאֵ
 יפִלְ םינִוֹעבְגִּהַ לעַ רמֵוֹא אוּה ןכֵוְ .חצַנֶ

 אֹל םינִעֹבְגִּהַוְ וּסיְּפַּתְנִ אֹלוְ וּלחֲמָ אֹלּשֶׁ
 :המָּהֵ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְּמִ

 
  

 
 

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Repentance 7 3 
 
Do not say that no repentance is needed save on sins to 
which action is attached, for example: prostitution, 
robbery, or theft. For even as it is necessary for man to 
repent from such, so it is necessary for him to search his 
bad tendencies, to turn in repentance from anger, from 

 ג ז הבושת תכלה הרות הנשמ ם״במר
 
 תוֹריבִעֲמַ אלָּאֶ הבָוּשׁתְּ ןיאֵשֶׁ רמַאֹתּ לאַ
 .הבָנֵגְוּ לזֶגֵוְ תוּנזְ ןוֹגכְּ השֶׂעֲמַ ןהֶבָּ שׁיֵּשֶׁ
 אוּה .כָּ וּלּאֵמֵ בוּשׁלָ םדָאָ .ירִצָּשֶׁ םשֵׁכְּ אלָּאֶ
 ןמִ בוּשׁלָוְ וֹל שׁיֵּשֶׁ תוֹערָ תוֹעדֵבְּ שׂפֵּחַלְ .ירִצָ
 לוּתּהִהַ ןמִוּ האָנְקִּהַ ןמִוּ הבָיאֵהָ ןמִוּ סעַכַּהַ
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hatred, from jealousy, from deceit, from pursuing after 
wealth, honor, feasting and such like these; yea, from all of 
these it is necessary for him to turn in repentance. Indeed 
these iniquities are more grievous and more difficult for a 
man to be separated from than those which require action, 
for on such the prophet Isaiah said: "Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the man of iniquity his thoughts" (Is. 55.7). 

 תפַידִרְמֵוּ דוֹבכָּהַוְ ןוֹממָּהַ תפַידִרְמֵוּ
 רזֹחֲלַ .ירִצָ לכּהַ ןמִ ןהֶבָּ אצֵוֹיּכַוְ תוֹלכָאֲמַּהַ
 שׁיֵּשֶׁ ןתָוֹאמֵ םישִׁקָ תוֹנוֹעֲהָ וּלּאֵוְ .הבָוּשׁתְבִּ
 וּלּאֵבְּ עקָשְׁנִ םדָאָשֶׁ ןמַזְבִּשֶׁ השֶׂעֲמַ ןהֶבָּ
 אוּה ןכֵוְ .םהֶמֵ שׁרפְלִ אוּה השֶׁקָ
 :’וֹגוְ "עשָׁרָ בזֹעֲיַ( “ז הנ היעשי) רמֵוֹא

 
 
 

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Repentance 7 4 
 
Let not a penitent man imagine that he is removed at a 
distance from the degree of the righteous on account of the 
iniquities and sins which he had committed. It is not so, 
forsooth, but the Creator considers him beloved and 
desirable, as if he had ever known of no sin. Moreover, his 
reward is great; for, after having partaken of the taste of sin, 
he separated himself therefrom and conquered his passion. 
The sages said: "The place whereon the penitent stand the 
wholly righteous could not stand;" as if saying: "their degree 
is above the degree of those who ever did not sin, because it 
is more difficult for them to subdue their passion than for 
the others.2 

  ד ז הבושת תכלה הרות הנשמ ם״במר
 
 אוּהשֶׁ הבָוּשׁתְּ לעַבַּ םדָאָ המֶּדַיְ לאַוְ

 תוֹנוֹעֲהָ ינֵפְּמִ םיקִידִּצַּהַ תלַעֲמַּמִ קחָרֻמְ
 אלָּאֶ ןכֵּ רבָדָּהַ ןיאֵ .השָׂעָשֶׁ תוֹאטָחֲהַוְ

 אֹל וּלּאִכְּ ארֵוֹבּהַ ינֵפְלִ אוּה דמָחְנֶוְ בוּהאָ
 הבֵּרְהַ וֹרכָשְּׂשֶׁ אלָּאֶ דוֹע אֹלוְ .םלָוֹעמֵ אטָחָ
 וּנּמֶּמִ שׁרַפֵוּ אטְחֵהַ םעַטַ םעַטָ ירֵהֲשֶׁ

 ילֵעֲבַּשֶׁ םוֹקמָ םימִכָחֲ וּרמְאָ .וֹרצְיִ שׁבַכָוְ
 ןילִוֹכיְ ןירִוּמגְּ םיקִידִּצַ ןיאֵ ןידִמְוֹע הבָוּשׁתְּ
 תלַעֲמַּמִ הלָוֹדגְּ ןתָלָעֲמַ רמַוֹלכְּ .וֹבּ דמֹעֲלַ
 ןהֵשֶׁ ינֵפְּמִ םלָוֹעמֵ וּאטְחָ אֹלּשֶׁ וּלּאֵ
 :םהֶמֵ רתֵוֹי םרָצְיִ םישִׁבְוֹכּ

 
 

 


