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Chapter Six
What Does God Ask of You? (Deuteronomy 10 12)

Hebrew follows English

A

In the holy book “The Foundation of Service,” (Part 4 Chapter 1), a tradition is brought in
name of the holy Ari z”I: “Each and every day, and each and every hour, is distinct from
every other — ever since the creation of the world. Similarly, each and every person is
distinct from every other — ever since the creation of the world. And no person can mend
what his fellow person mends, etc., and the clarification transpires in accordance with the
year, the day, the way that that person appears, etc. These words establish a critical
foundation for a person’s obligation in his world: he must have true clarity in order to know
that which the Divine asks of you — note the term “of you” — and what are the paths he can
pursue, in accordance with his soul’s most basic orientation and his qualities, and in keeping
with the season and the day. In this way can grow close to the Divine. And if he lacks this
clarity regarding his own obligation in his world, in keeping with his roles and his purpose,
then he is like a person travelling along the way who knows not his destination and who will
never arrive towards his goal.

This clarity surrounds the person in each and every aspect of his service, both regarding that
which touches upon his general purpose in life, as well as regarding his characteristics and
inclinations, and also regarding his obligations at all times and in every situation. And it
protects him in every path he travels, assuring him a safe and clear path, one which ascends
to the house of the Divine.



B

And most salient of all, each person is obligated to reflect deeply and probe in an effort to
know what his unique obligation in this world is, what is that unique matter for which he
came into the world, and it is in this sense that the verse refers to “a stock sprouting poison
weed and wormwood” (Deuteronomy 29 17) from which all bad manifests itself in his life. In
reference to this, tzadikim [righteous people] said that without total devotion it is
impossible to to repair it. And they gave an indicator by which he can know and identify it:
for that thing which is most difficult for him — that is his unique role. When a Jew has a
clarity of understanding that this matter is his mission as he walks this earth, and that by
doing it he fulfills his part, then he runs no risk of becoming confused by the enormity of the
effort that he has to devote to the matter, and he does not lose his patience, for he knows
that he cannot fulfill his purpose in this world other than by doing so. For this reason, no
sacrifice will be too costly for him in this regard.

And just like the injunction to “distance oneself from evil” (Psalms 34 15) so too with “do
good” (ibid.), he must possess a clarity regarding what his unique capabilities are with which
he’s been blessed by the Divine, and which allow him to become closer to the Divine. For
“the Divine created this counterposed with that” (Ecclesiastes 7 14): in the same way that a
person has powers for effectuating bad, so too he has powers for effectuating good which
belong to his unique purpose in this world, in which he can succeed and by means of which
he can ascend. But if he does not know his power for effectuating good, then he is like a
blind person who is exempt from the obligation to appear before the Divine. For example,
the person whom the Divine blessed with extreme talents for learning Torah, he must know
that his purpose in this world is to succeed in Torah. So too it is with the person whose
strength is lovingkindness, that is an indicator that his soul is bound up with this matter.

And this general principle was included in the tzaddik’s statement: idolatry (literally, foreign
worship/service) is service that is estranged from him. For it is possible that a Jew engages
in service of the Divine all of his days, but in fact not for a moment did he fulfill his purpose
in this world, even if he did wonderful things — but they were not fulfilling the injunction of
that “which [the Divine] asks of you” (Deuteronomy 6 12).
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So it is that one of the central foundations of service is the clarity of understanding at all
times and in each condition, to know what is demanded of you at this appointed hour, and
according to this statement referred to above the Ari said that each and every hour is
unique and unlike any other. And according to this great matter that our master R’ Pesach
Kuvrin answered in response to the question regarding what is the most important thing in
service to the Divine that it is to do that which the Divine asks of you at this moment. And a
person must always dig deep in every situation in which he finds himself, whether it be a
period of clarity and light or a period of darkness and times in which he lacks all desire, and
inquire: what are the heavens demanding at this moment?

When a Jew has clarity of understanding, he knows that just as he can cleave to the Divine
on clear days, so too there is a path to become closer to the Divine even from amidst the
darkness and the trials. And as our teacher the author of the Beit Avraham taught on the
verse “And Moses appoached the fog where the Divine was” (Exodus 20 18) — and Rashi
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explained that he had to cross the threshold of three divisions, darkness, the cloud, and the
fog, each more difficult than the next, Moses our teacher knew that also within the fog —
the apex of darkness — the Divine dwells there. That is: also through a difficult situation like
this, it is possible to come near to the Divine. During the period of darkness and the Divine’s
hiddenness, there is an indicator that his purpose and task at this time is to serve the Divine
from within the darkness, and that there is no other way for him to fulfill his destiny at this
moment other than through and from within this situation.
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